
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3675 April 19, 2007 
They have passed only 17 bills into 

law. Ten of those bills named Federal 
post offices and Federal buildings. 
None of the legislative impact on fight-
ing the war against Islamic extremists, 
balancing the Federal budget, creating 
jobs, cutting pork barrel spending, or 
saving Social Security have been ad-
dressed or passed. 

They have passed a budget. And the 
budget that they passed assumes that 
the President’s tax cuts, which we 
passed early in the Bush administra-
tion that led to our economic recovery 
and low interest rates and low unem-
ployment and low inflation, they want 
to do away with those tax cuts. And 
that, in effect, will amount to a $392.5 
billion additional tax burden on the 
American people. 

The Democrats’ budget also includes 
an immediate $24 billion increase in 
nondefense, nonsecurity spending 
above the President’s request. This is 
on top of the $23 billion of unrequested 
spending in the supplemental and $6 
billion in the omnibus spending bill. 

In addition, the Democrat budget in-
cludes 12 reserve funds, promising more 
than $115 billion in higher spending, 
which, if offset as required by the 
House rules, would almost surely mean 
another $115 billion in higher taxes. 
This would be on top of the $392.5 bil-
lion in tax increases they have already 
built into their revenue numbers. 

The average taxpayer in Indiana, if 
this budget were to pass, would be sad-
dled with $2,729 in additional taxes and 
more than 2.3 million Hoosiers would 
be affected just this year under the 
Democrat budget. 

Now, I want to talk a little bit about 
the Democrat Iraq supplemental. That 
was for the defense of this country and 
for supplementing our troops and giv-
ing them the equipment and the sup-
port that they need to fight the war in 
Iraq and to fight around the world in 
places like the Balkans and in Afghani-
stan. The Democrat supplemental leg-
islates defeat and funds favors at the 
troops’ expense. 

Let me just tell you what is in this 
bill. It is supposed to be for our troops 
and for the defense of the Nation. But 
in that bill they have added $120 mil-
lion for the shrimp industry, which has 
nothing to do with defense; $74 million 
to store peanuts, which has nothing to 
do with defense; $25 million for growing 
spinach, which has nothing to do with 
defense; and $5 million for ‘‘aqua-
culture,’’ or to put it in a less fancy 
term, it is tropical fish. Five million 
dollars for research on tropical fish. 
These are things that shouldn’t be in 
the defense supplemental, and yet my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
put them in that bill. 

I think the American people need to 
know that while they made these com-
mitments during the campaign, they 
have not fulfilled those commitments. 
And this is a report card on the first 4 
months of their reign in this House. I 
will try to, in every 3- or 4-month pe-
riod, give another report on the 

progress of the Democrats’ agenda, and 
I hope it is a lot better than this one 
has been. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CONAWAY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE HORRIFIC TRAGEDY AT VIR-
GINIA TECH AND THE CALL FOR 
SENSIBLE GUN CONTROL LEGIS-
LATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the hor-
rific events at Virginia Tech just a few 
days ago cause all of us to reflect. My 
heart goes out to the victims, to the 
victims’ families, to the people who 
were injured. This is something that is 
just a terrible tragedy, an unthinkable, 
terrible tragedy. And as the father of 
three, including two in college, it real-
ly makes one stop and pause. 

I say very, very respectfully, at a 
time of violence we need to reflect on 
this violence. And it certainly seems to 
me that upon reflection, to say that 
this country needs to have sensible gun 
control legislation, not legislation that 
would take guns out of the hands of 
people legitimately who have the right 
by the second amendment to own guns; 
but how could a deranged young man 
like the killer be able to just walk into 
a store and purchase any kind of guns 
at will and then use them to mow down 
32 or 33 people? 

It is all a matter of commonsense. 
We get emotional about these issues, 
but I am really speaking from the 
heart. Commonsense says that we need 
to have sensible gun control legislation 
so that criminals, people with mental 
illness, cannot just purchase guns at 
will and as many as they want. 

In my home city, New York City, our 
mayor, Michael Bloomberg, has been 
leading a crusade for sensible gun con-
trol legislation, and I agree with him. 
And, again, it takes a tragedy of this 
magnitude to kind of just sit and re-
flect and say, what are we doing or 
what are we not doing and why is it an 
infringement on anybody’s second 
amendment rights to keep guns out of 
the hands of criminals, deranged peo-
ple, and people who shouldn’t own 
them? 

I think that this country really, real-
ly needs to reflect on its policies re-
garding guns. And, again, I support the 
second amendment, and I think there 
are many, many legitimate reasons for 
people to own guns. But after the trag-
edy at Virginia Tech, I say it again: I 
believe more than ever that this coun-
try needs to adopt sensible gun control 
legislation. We need to use our com-
monsense, and we need to try to pre-

vent tragedies like the tragedy at Vir-
ginia Tech from happening again. 

I know people say guns don’t kill 
people, people kill people; that is true. 
But guns in the hands of the wrong 
people kill people. And I really think 
in all good conscience that we really 
need to reflect. 

And, again, my heart goes out to the 
families, the victims, and all the stu-
dents at Virginia Tech. But as a coun-
try, we need to come to grips with this 
problem. 

f 

THE ACCOUNTABILITY CONGRESS: 
THE 110TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. ELLISON) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, tonight I 
would like to welcome you, Mr. Speak-
er, and the American people to the Ac-
countability Congress. Over the next 1 
hour, my freshman colleagues and I 
will be claiming this hour to talk 
about the accomplishments of this 
110th Congress. 

We have seen not only an auspicious 
and bold, brave, new agenda for the 
first 100 hours, but also the first 100 
days. And we are not just going to talk 
about and celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the last 100 days. We are 
going to talk about a vision for our 
country and talk about what will hap-
pen in the days to come. 

It is important, Mr. Speaker, that 
the American people know that by get-
ting a new majority in the Congress 
that they have signed up to get a vi-
sion that is inclusive, that brings 
Americans all together, that makes for 
a safer America, a fairer economy, that 
makes for an economy where working 
people, middle-class people can strive 
and do well in our society. 

And joining me tonight with the 
members of the freshman class are a 
host of tremendously brave and tre-
mendously intelligent, capable leaders 
who are aiding not only in charting a 
new course for our country, but who in 
this very 110th Congress, Mr. Speaker, 
are fully engaged from the very top. 
The leadership has engaged our talents, 
our skills, our ability, and we have 
been proud to be able to help this 110th 
Congress be a stronger, better place. 

And tonight I am going to be anchor-
ing the one hour, but I am not going to 
hang on to it long. I think the Amer-
ican people want to hear from the bril-
liance that this 110th Congress class 
has to offer. So in the very beginning, 
I am just going to pass it right off to 
Mr. HODES, who is the president of our 
class. 

I yield to Congressman HODES. 
Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 

colleague from Minnesota (Mr. 
ELLISON) for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, I am glad to be with you to-
night to talk about where we have been 
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